CHAPTER IX
Educational Research
IT is safe to say that there is no country in the world in which
there is so much educational research being carried on as in
the U.S.S.R. Even America, the country par excellence of educa-
tional research and experiment, has to give place to-day to the
Soviet Union. Not all the research appears valuable, or even
worth while, to the foreign observer. However he may criticise,
he cannot escape being caught up in the enthusiasm of the
workers, nor affected by their passionate quest for knowledge
and information. In the U.S.S.R. there is probably, at the
present stage, less knowledge of the process of teaching, of the
ingredients necessary for the perfect lesson, than in many other
countries. These countries can only be partially helpful to the
Soviet Union. The perfect lesson is a relative term, depending
on the educational aims. Since the Soviet educational aims differ
so widely from capitalist educational aims, the teaching process
itself must in some measure differ too* Again we are brought up
against the connection between education and politics. When,
therefore, both the Dalton Plan and Project Method were
discarded as unsatisfactory, Soviet educationists had perforce
to apply themselves to the task of discovering methods which
should be adequate to the demands of the cultural and economic
life of the country. This they did with a will.
Every pedagogical institute has its corps of post-graduates,
part of whose work consists in observation and research. It
should be noted that every post-graduate must have completed
at least three years* teaching. Many of them will have done
considerably longer periods in all parts of the country under very
varied conditions. The latter will utilise their experience to help
their own and their colleagues' research. The workers will be
divided up into brigades of four to six and sent to a school for
& certain period. Here they will attempt to observe accuratefy